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UK car production down six per cent in March
Provisional output data released today by the Office for National Statistics shows:
( 
Car production fell six per cent in March and 2.8 per cent over the year-to-date
· Output for export fell 3.8 per cent in March, production for home markets fell 11 per cent 
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· UK car production of 153,292 units was down six per cent last month, compared to strong March 2004 output.
· Seven out of 10 models built in the UK are now destined for export.
· Year-end production is expected to reach 1.55 million units, down six per cent on the 2004 figure of 1.65 million units.
'The end of production at Longbridge is clearly going to impact on total car output in the months to come', said SMMT chief executive Christopher Macgowan. 'However, we must be careful not to assume that storm clouds hang over all car production in this country. A Queens Award for International Trade for Toyota and a new model for Bentley's plant in Crewe are two examples of recent good news stories. We should also remind ourselves that the UK has some of the most productive plants and hosts more car makers than any other country in Europe.' 

Exports drive commercial vehicle production 

Provisional output data released today by the Office for National Statistics shows:
· March CV output fell 3.1 per cent on March 2004

· Year to March total fell 4.7 per cent on same period last year

· Strong export growth continues to drive overall production
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· March output fell 3.1 per cent. 

· Year-to-date down 4.7 per cent.  Exports up 8.8 per cent.

· European demand relatively strong. Home market dips 20.3 per cent over the quarter.

· New model line-ups will help to extend underlying growth trends in 2005 and beyond.

'Despite a dip in production in March, export levels are strong due to a stable European market,' said Christopher Macgowan, SMMT chief executive. 'UK commercial vehicle assembly is growing and sustained by several key firms. The roll-out of new vehicles from companies like LDV will help to boost UK production. Figures look good for 2005 and we believe year-end production figures may be near 2004 levels.'
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	Total
	For Home
	For Export
	Total
	For Home
	For Export

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1999
	1 799 004
	649 279
	1 149 725
	173 557
	109 883
	63 674

	2000
	1 641 452
	578 462
	1 062 990
	172 442
	96 261
	76 181

	2001
	1 492 365
	598 151
	 894 214
	192 873
	96 649
	96 224

	2002
	1 629 744
	582 460
	1 047 284
	191 267
	77 033
	114 234

	2003
	1 657 558
	513 799
	1 143 759
	188 871
	85 954
	102 917

	2004
	1 646 750
	466 994
	1 179 756
	209 293
	81 186
	128 107

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2001 Q1
	387 100
	160 646
	226 454
	51 623
	31 952
	19 671

	2001 Q2
	372 395
	142 864
	229 531
	49 675
	26 436
	23 239

	2001 Q3
	335 790
	152 793
	182 997
	43 347
	21 030
	22 317

	2001 Q4
	397 080
	141 848
	255 232
	48 228
	17 231
	30 997 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2002 Q1
	449 755
	194 579
	255 176
	49 940
	24 631
	25 309

	2002 Q2
	402 252
	120 279
	281 973
	44 511
	16 232
	28 279

	2002 Q3
	391 847
	149 630
	242 217
	44 844
	16 904
	27 940

	2002 Q4
	385 890
	117 972
	267 918
	51 972
	19 266
	32 706

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2003 Q1
	424 325
	150 027
	274 298
	49 367
	21 349
	28 018

	2003 Q2
	433 280
	129 296
	303 984
	46 635
	21 611
	25 024

	2003 Q3
	391 213
	133 799
	257 414
	40 127
	19 463
	20 664

	2003 Q4
	408 740
	100 677
	308 063
	52 742
	23 531
	29 211

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2004 Q1
	445 458
	141 758
	303 700
	58 087
	26 856
	31 231

	2004 Q2
	428 202
	121 313
	306 889
	50 764
	17 151
	33 613

	2004 Q3
	379 048
	114 266
	264 782
	46 837
	17 702
	29 135

	2004 Q4
	394 042
	89 657
	304 385
	53 605
	19 477
	34 128

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2005 Q1
	432 793
	135 374
	297 419
	55 376
	21 396
	33 980

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2003 Jan
	136 101
	50 326
	85 775
	15 818
	7 484
	8 334

	2003 Feb
	136 346
	50 177
	86 169
	16 293
	7 351
	8 942

	2003 Mar
	151 878
	49 524
	102 354
	17 256
	6 514
	10 742

	2003 Apr
	144 816
	44 045
	100 771
	14 645
	6 601
	8 044

	2003 May
	133 067
	35 503
	97 564
	13 964
	6 497
	7 467

	2003 June
	155 397
	49 748
	105 649
	18 026
	8 513
	9 513

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2003 July
	146 292
	53 160
	93 132
	15 212
	7 579
	7 633

	2003 August
	91 376
	33 913
	57 463
	7 808
	3 977
	3 831

	2003 September 
	153 545
	46 726
	106 819
	17 107
	7 907
	9 200

	2003 October 
	153 370
	39 608
	113 762
	16 757
	7 235
	9 522

	2003 November 
	142 926
	32 464
	110 462
	18 958
	9 138
	9 820

	2003 December
	112 444
	28 605
	83 839
	17 027
	7 158
	9 869

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2004 January
	141 320
	44 931
	96 389
	20 506
	10 925
	9 581

	2004 February
	141 095
	48 073
	93 022
	17 332
	7 345
	9 987

	2004 March
	163 043
	48 754
	114 289
	20 249
	8 586
	11 663

	2004 April
	129 616
	33 929
	95 687
	15 694
	5 629
	10 065

	2004 May
	143 135
	40 852
	102 283
	16 907
	5 002
	11 905

	2004 June
	155 451
	46 532
	108 919
	18 163
	6 520
	11 643

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2004 July
	140 497
	39 976
	100 521
	14 908
	4 779
	10 129

	2004 August
	83 239
	26 575
	56 664
	10 207
	4 539
	5 668

	2004 September
	 155 312
	47 715 
	 107 597
	 21 722
	8 384
	13 338

	2004 October
	 135 105
	27 973 
	 107 162
	 18 646
	6 492
	12 154

	2004 November
	149 280
	34 871
	114 409
	20 102
	7 829
	12 273

	2004 December
	109 657
	26 843
	82 814
	14 857
	5 156
	9 701

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2005 January
	136 032
	46 851
	89 181
	17 740
	7 057
	10 683

	2005 February
	143 469
	45 143
	98 326
	18 012
	7 279
	10 733

	2005 March
	153 292
	43 380
	109 912
	19 624
	7 060
	12 564

	

	Percentage change for latest three months on:
	
	
	
	

	Previous three months
	- 2.8
	- 4.5
	- 2.1
	- 4.7
	- 20.3
	8.8

	Same period last year
	- 6.0
	-11.0
	- 3.8
	- 3.1
	- 17.8
	7.7


Source: SMMT/Office for National Statistics
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[image: image5.wmf]Monthly car production 2003-2005
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		CV Production

				Mar 2005		Mar 2004		% chg.		YTD  Mar 05		YTD Mar 04		% chg.

		Total		19,624		20,249		-3.1%		55,376		58,087		-4.7%

		Home		7,060		8,586		-17.8%		21,396		26,856		-20.3%

		% of total		36.0%		42.4%				38.6%		46.2%

		Export		12,564		11,663		7.7%		33,980		31,231		8.8%

		% of total		64.0%		57.6%				61.4%		53.8%
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		Car Production

				Mar '05		Mar '04		% chg.		YTD '05		YTD '04		% chg.

		Total		153,292		163,043		-6.0%		432,793		445,458		-2.8%

		Home		43,380		48,754		-11.0%		135,374		141,758		-4.5%

		% of total		28.3%		29.9%				31.3%		31.8%

		Export		109,912		114,289		-3.8%		297,419		303,700		-2.1%

		% of total		71.7%		70.1%				68.7%		68.2%
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